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Syria Country Office 
 

 Budget: US$ 59 Million 

 Planned beneficiaries:      

500,000 (May - Dec 2012)* 
250,000 (Apr  2012)  
100,000 (Jan - Mar 2012) 
50,000 (Dec 2011) 

 Food requirements: 49,002 mt*  

* A budget revision is undergoing to 
increase the beneficiary number to 
850,000 starting July 2012.   
 

 
 

 
WFP is distributing food 

assistance to half  a 
million people in all 14 
Syrian  governorates. 

 
 
 

WFP Field Monitors  

are present during the 
distributions in  

most of the  

targeted areas  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Background: 

 In response to the current events in Syria, EMOP 200339 was launched to provide food assistance 
to affected populations living in areas that have been negatively impacted, directly or indirectly.  

 The WFP EMOP originally targeted 50,000 beneficiaries in December 2011, but has progressively 
scaled up based on request from the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC), with 100,000 targeted 
beneficiaries per month from January to March 2012 cycles, 250,000 beneficiaries in April cycle 
and currently 500,000 beneficiaries per month starting May cycle. Following the launch of the 
Syrian Humanitarian Assistance Response Plan early June, WFP plans to further scale up to 
850,000 per month starting July 2012. 

 The monthly food basket consists of a variety of basic food commodities (cereals, oil, sugar, 
canned meat, pulses) providing two-thirds of overall daily food requirements. Supplementary 
feeding will be added to the basket to prevent malnutrition in children.  

Objectives: 

 Aligned with WFP’s  Strategic  Objective 1,  saving  lives  and protecting livelihoods in              
emergencies, this  emergency  operation  aims at  providing food  assistance to targeted            
households whose food situation has been adversely affected by the current events.  

 The project targets affected people that belong to any of the following four broad categories for 
targeting: i. people located in or near areas subject to armed activities; ii. affected population who 
moved to less affected areas; iii. host families and communities;  and iv. poor people in urban and 
rural areas affected by the multiple effects of the current events,   including the impact of economic 
sanctions.  

 Targeting is carried out jointly by WFP and SARC.  

Activities: 

 To date, WFP in collaboration with SARC has carried out six rounds of food distributions.  

 The highest number of food rations are currently allocated to Homs (15 percent) where needs are 
high and rural Damascus (15 percent) where there is a high number of people who moved from 
other areas that were more affected.  

 Food dispatches for the June cycle started on 6 June and food distributions started on 7 
June. As of 25 June, food rations for 389,500 beneficiaries have arrived in all governorates except 
Damascus, where food is expected to arrive by end of this week. Out of the total dispatched, over 
122,155 rations have been delivered to the final beneficiaries.   

 Monitoring activities in all 14 targeted governorates are covered by WFP Field Monitors based in 
the country office in Damascus (covering Damascus, rural Damascus, Dara’a, Homs, Sweida and 
Quneitra) and sub-offices in Tartous (covering Idleb, Hama, Tartous and Lattakia), Deir Ezzor 
(covering Deir Ezzor, Al-Raqqa and Al-Hasakeh) and Tartous (covering Idleb, Hama, Tartous 
and Lattakia).  

Recent Updates: 

 An agreement has been reached between the UN and the Government of Syria on the scale, scope 
and modality of humanitarian action in Syria, under the frame of the “Humanitarian Assistance 
Response Plan”. The plan, valued at over US$ 180 million, aims at supporting the Government’s 
efforts in providing humanitarian assistance to affected populations for the duration of six 
months. WFP’s requirements in the response plan are valued US$ 87 million covering three     
sectors: food, logistics and emergency telecommunications. The plan estimates the one million 
people need humanitarian assistance in Syria, including 850,000 believed to need food assistance.  

 A budget revision to further increase the number of beneficiaries from 500,000 to 850,000 per 
month based on the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC)’s request was discussed during WFP’s    
internal project review committee on 27 June 2012.  

 Over US$ 32 million has been resourced thanks to contributions received from UN CERF, USA, 
Canada, Australia, UK, Finland, Ireland, Germany, Netherlands, Kuwait, France and other multi-
lateral donors in addition to carryover from previous operations. The current funding shortfall 
stands at approximately US$27 million. This shortfall will significantly increase once the budget 
revision is finalized. 
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For more information, please contact:  
Abeer.Etefa@wfp.org 

Selly.Muzammil@wfp.org 
Laure.Chadraoui@wfp.org 


